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Welcome to the Second Year of Tidy Towns

As we come to the end of the inaugural year of Tidy Towns, | am delighted to
provide the foreword for the first Tidy Towns newsletter of 2009!

| launched Tidy Towns, a partnership between Keep Wales Tidy and Local
Authorities, a year ago in Newport, and have enjoyed seeing this innovative project
develop and come to life during this time.

The results speak for themselves. In the past year Keep Wales Tidy's dedicated
Tidy Towns officers have assisted 577 community groups in every corner of Wales
to carry out over 4,500 environmental improvement projects. The range of projects
they have tackled is vast and | am really pleased to see local residents transforming
neglected plots of land into new allotments, community gardens and other valuable
community assets for residents to use and enjoy.

Over 19,000 volunteers have been involved in projects to improve their local
community and | would like to personally thank each and every one who has given
up their time to date and encourage them to keep up the hard work in the future.
Tidy Towns provides us with a great opportunity to make a lasting improvement on
the environmental quality of Wales by working in close partnership with Wales’
communities, local authorities and other agencies. | am especially pleased to see
the success of the many large partnership ‘blitz’ events that were carried out in the
first year which tackled issues such as fly-tipping, graffiti and other anti-social
behaviour issues.

We all want to Wales to become a Clean, Safe and Tidy country and while there
are issues to address — it is a new programme after all, | am confident that the Tidy
Towns initiative will build on the successes of year one, develop and
deliver even more in the year to come.

Jane Davidson AM
Minister for Environment, Sustainability
and Housing
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Litter picking in Llanfairfechan, Conwy
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What’s New...

Some people may consider it art, but graffiti is costing the Welsh taxpayer
over £1 million a year to remove, and Keep Wales Tidy are clear that

¥ graffiti should be considered a crime. To combat the damage to property

3 Keep Wales Tidy has launched a campaign to help cut the amount of
g graffiti which is staining our environment.

A recent survey revealed that on average graffiti is present on 12% of
Welsh streets. Such acts of vandalism cannot be seen as art when they

are proven to increase the fear of crime, devalue house prices and discourage investment. The practice of
tagging, etching and scribbling is a very visible indication that many people have lost any sense of pride in

their surroundings.

As part of its campaign, Keep Wales Tidy has published an action plan on how to
tackle this unsightly act of vandalism. The Graffiti Action Plan will inform residents how
to prevent and control the amount of graffiti appearing in their community, encourage
them to report any acts of vandalism to their local authorities and convince the
perpetrators that their talents should be channelled productively.

If you have a problem with graffiti in your area and you want to do something about it,
then Tidy Towns can help. Contact your local Tidy Towns Project Officer for more
information about graffiti removal training, kits and projects.

Tidy Towns Project Officer, Kathryn Britton, removing graffiti in Aberavon

Interested in receiving a Tidy Towns

grant?
Grants are available to cover the cost of:
. Tools and equipment
. Refreshments

. Insurance and training
. Awareness raising

For more information on the small grants
scheme or for help when applying for grants,
please contact your local Tidy Towns Project
Officer or e-mail tidy.towns@keepwalestidy.org

Help us raise money
% by using everyclick

Keep Wales Tidy is registered with
everyclick.com. Please use this whenever
possible to help us generate additional funds.

Award Winner!

Congratulations to Lynne John from
Bryncoch Environment Group (NPT) who
has been recognised by the High Sheriff of
West Glamorgan for her contribution to
local environmental improvement. Lynne
won the ‘adults voluntarily helping young
people’ category for her efforts to integrate
young offenders into her group’s
environmental activities.

Well done Lynne! i

Find us on Join us on
Facebook theinternet

Become a fan of Tidy Towns on Facebook.
You can add links to your group’s website,
publicise events and share your photos.

www.keepwalestidy.org



http://www.everyclick.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Keep-Wales-Tidy-Tidy-Towns-Project/94905460440

Community Grant

News

These are some the latest groups to benefit from a Tidy Towns

Community Grant

Gilwern Eagles Community Association (Monmouthshire) has been 1
awarded £500. The money will enable them to improve a recreational
area in Gilwern by developing a bike track, maintaining a woodland |,

area and carrying out regular litter picks.

Mumbles Green Action Team (Swansea) has been awarded £500.

They money will fund the group’s insurance and enable them

continue to carry out regular litter picks and basic maintenance around

areas such as the Community Orchard, Mumbles Way Walk and the

o
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Gilwern Eagles Community Assoc

Longfields Day Centre. Some

money will be used to publicise the group’s activities and to recruit new volunteers.

Llangeinor Boys and Girls Club . .
2 . accessed and the litter trapped in the

Llangeinor Boys and Girls Club (Bridgend) will be using their £471
to buy equipment such as litterpickers, gloves and refuse sacks to
| enable the young people to carry out regular village clean-ups.

The Clwyd Badger Group (Denbighshire) received a grant of £347
They will use the money to employ a tree surgeon to help clear out
areas of overgrown vegetation. Once cleared, the area can be

undergrowth removed. In the

future, the group plan to create woodland glades to promote local biodiversity and to improve the

habitat for dormice. They will also be planting a native hedgerow
containing Hawthorn and Rowan.

Saltney Ferry Tenants and Residents Association (Flintshire) are
planning to carry out fortnightly litter picks around their village and
the grant of £528 will enable them to buy the tools and safety
equipment they need. They will also be using some of the money to
buy plants, seeds and containers for their community garden.

Tidy anglers land
£440 cash haul

Llangyndir Community
Council (Powys) has
received £387. This grant will
be used to buy litter pickers
and safety equipment enabling
them to clean wup the
hedgerows running along the
village lanes, and carry out
litter pick along the river bank.

dy.org

tidy.towns@keepwalesti



News from across Wales

Cardiff The Devils Community Foundation has recently adopted the
International Sports Village, and on a cold Saturday in February, the
Cardiff Devils Ice Hockey teams and their fans headed to the area for a
huge clean up around the Devils home at Cardiff ice rink. Over 150
volunteers comprising Cardiff Devils youth teams, their parents and
fans showed their support, and were joined by local AM, Lorraine
Barrett. Together they collected over 30 bags of bottles and cans,
r which were later recycled, and 25 bags of general waste. All the
rubbish and items for recycling were collected by Cardiff Council.

Newport A team of 18 staff from Corus have been volunteering with Keep Wales Tidy on |
the Tidy Towns Project while production has been temporarily paused at the Hot Mill Plant,

the car park and pathways at the Allt-yr-yn Nature Reserve.

Thom Board, Newport Tidy Towns Project Officer with Corus volunteers

Conwy A Rowan Trees Project is finally underway at St Cynbryd’s Church. The group
have been provided with six trees (two each from Scotland, England, and Ireland). The
group are supplementing these with two trees from Wales (Blaenau Gwent and Gwynedd).
All trees have been grown from seed in their locality and each will be numbered and
monitored to observe relative growth patterns under various conditions.

Gwynedd The Felin Uchaf group have been carrying out lots of access work at their site.
They've used local oak and traditional methods to build a bridge across their river and have
created a 250m path to enable wheelchair users to explore the site freely. An Organic
Community Garden has also been developed, with a new stone wall built around the perimeter.
They have also undertaken some conservation work along the river banks, which will be of
benefit to the broad variety of wildlife they boast on site, such as otters, moorhens, herons and
wildfowl.

% Pembroﬂ(eshire

Volunteer working on the
new bridge
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marine litter were collected from
the beach.

www.keepwalestidy.org




In the Press

Sp1 ing clean for beach Initiative

THE firnt boach chenn-up of the
yeur ha just bewn comgploted by
Trosaith Mariners Tidy Towns
group, with the belp of Keep Wales
Tuly and Cerediglon County
Council

The Mariners collected more
(han 20 bags of rubbish as well as
sovernl balky containers, drums

i pasrt of » conoe during the
chan up Ceredighon Keep Wilos
I'idy officer Richard Wyn Thamas
skl “11's great to ses volunseers of
all ages taking an sctive and poss
tive approach towards the marine
litter problem by cleaning up
theelr Jocal beach and cosstiine, It
s enpecinlly encournging 1o see s
many youmngsters involved and
king ownership for their el
beach
The Tidy Towns Is o two part

initintive between Corwd igon
County Counchl and Keep Wales
Pady. At the Niest of (hedr four
timesa year Beach Clean for the
Mar tve Conservation Soclety,
Cardigan Soroptimists phcked up
15.5 kidos of Hiter over a 300m
sy stretch from the dunes
Poppit Sands 10 the tideline

CHRISTMAS CLEAR-OUT: Cilfrew
Residents' Assoclation, with help from
Keep Waies Tidy officer, Alan Powis

Cilfrew’s clean start

HALF 2 1onne of rubbssh has been skipped thanks
the community in a Neath village

In suppont of the Natiomal Assembly funded
Tidy Towns project, volenteers from Ciifrew
Residents” Asociation rotled up theur slesves o
fill a skap

They osgunised, advertived and worked together
to remove the boards of accemulsted rubbsah from
pardens, garapes and sheds

Linds Ware, of Cilfrew Residents, ankd “It was
great 1o see so many volunissrs get mvolved in this -
peoject f

By working in partnecship with Keep Wides

Tidy we have made u improvement 1o
Cilfrew and sbown local residents st how much
we can schieve o we all pull together.’

For more infor on Cor y Skips or
Tu)y 1mvm pheane contact Alan Powis on 07824

Soroptomist clean up tesm at Poppit
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Clean up gives a sense of pride in community
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PICKING up the odd plece
of rubbish may be a vimple
Yot charitabie deed 1o chean
ap your community, hewever
st evervday you drag »
et of he River Tt

it that’s bust ane of &
ansnber of jobs 3 young
group of Merthy e Tydfil res.
dents will be delng over the
1ent few months, as ey
Sook 4o chesn up e Caln
Cord Viaduct and the sur-
reundiag srca

The young group are frem
the Neighbesrhosd Lesrning
Centre, sl the schese has
Been rum by the Tidy Towne
Fruject, which is fumded by

Webi Anemily Govern-
manl,

They shm e tackle liter,
hootweed, poor fool puths
wod dinsdded oo, s woll
ws develuplng commmunity
gardeas.

On W ul lk-q up the

mprove (he cnyironment
(hey Bow b, The voldusdones
from the Netphhoar hood
Lenrning Cendre huve sef an
oxorliont example 1o their
community and | bape tht
even more pesple will juin
thems on Their nest project as
they o maake lanting

wir . the
Besmn alvo intends 10 remeve
ohjocts dumped inte the
River Tull, which inchudes &
1. 5tenaw Audi Katate

Poul Kent, wha works with
e project says as well s the
wren, the scheme w also im-
poctant for the young people
Ivolved: M s preat way
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Free first aid course to help save lives | XS
VOILINTEERS from six volunteering and commmnity  wvolunteers kn the marning 1o
different conxmunity grosipe wark so sevionsly and giving pans on ber support and chat
across Denbighalitre exgoyed & up thelr free time 1o attend to them about their duthes.
freo first aid course arvanged  such courses, 1 Just hope they the
by Keop Wales Tidy recently  never need (o use this new First Ald course came from
The one-day course in knowledge, but at least they the Rivers Project, The Clwyd
Ruthin run by St John's woudd know whiat to do If they  Badger Group, o
Ambulance will bely had to Tidy Towna, Rhyt and 5t
vohanteers deal with any “1 and everyone (hat A':“
that may arise attended would like to pas on m&mwm
during their volunteor work. our sisosre (hanks 1o Vi Group .
Garvth m@-nmw Mhm Brviroumental Group.
Towns Officer said: "M & overyune FIRST AIDERS: Vuurtoens
‘Mym 1o soe that so many lmumensely " recenty enpyod a free lirst 2l
people are taking their AM Jaset Ryder met the Loarse

tidy.towns@keepwalestidy.org



A day in the life of a ...
Tidy Towns Project Officer

My name is Shane Hughes and I'm the Keep Wales Tidy Towns Project Officer for Wrexham. I‘'ve been in
post since September 2008 and | thoroughly enjoy the work. Before joining Keep Wales Tidy | worked for
Denbighshire County Council as a Countryside Warden and with the RSPB where | used to work on farmland
bird conservation projects across Wales

- —

Wrexham is a great County to work in — it has a little bit of
everything from heavily urbanised/ industrial areas to
W picturesque, steep sided river valleys and rich farmland.

29 ;,’ ‘

. A ¢ | _| Due to this wide variety of land use | work with a range of
N v ’ ? different groups. These include Residents and Tenants
= d T o § | Associations, environmental groups, Probation and Youth

& - -

W Justice Service, drug and alcohol abuse groups, allotment
groups etc. The great diversity of groups means that there
is never a dull moment!

Conservation
hero helps
. | keep town's
<9 streets clean

A ATD e b 5| [y e

Your local hero
Shane working with Maesgwyn Residents Association :

One day | could be clearing litter with a community group in’f‘
the middle of Wrexham and the next | can be helping a|
youth justice group plant trees. I've recently helped an
angling club in South Wrexham apply for, and obtain, a five |
year licence from the Environment Agency to spray|
Japanese Knotweed along an eight mile stretch of the River
Ceiriog. This highly invasive species is affecting vast tracks
of the river basin resulting in biodiversity loss, restricted
access and even riverbank erosion, as the exposed ground
left by knotweed in the winter leaves the soil susceptible to
flood water erosion. Work begins April 2009 on an|
extensive 3 year eradication program aimed at restoring the
natural balance of fauna and flora along this nationally
important area.

oot o b | born

When not in work, | like to spend as much time as | canl = .

outdoors, mostly mountain biking along the hundreds of

miles of trails that I'm lucky to have close by. Musically, | listen to the blues most of the time but | also like folk
and jazz. | live in Ruthin with my girlfriend Ffion — because both of us are interested in the natural
environment, and wildlife in particular, we’'ve spent the last four years taking our holidays in Scotland (Outer
Hebrides) and we are off there again in a few weeks.

Shane Hughes

Keep Wales Tidy
33-35 Cathedral Road
Cardiff

CF11 9HB

Tel: 029 2072 6994

For more information



