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May and June are probably the 
busiest time of the year for 
breeding birds on and around the 
ponds. The first broods of mallard 
ducklings will make their way 
down to the ponds from their 
nesting sites around town. Some 
ducks nest on top of the old walls 
deep in the ivy and as soon as the 
eggs hatch the mother will call the 
ducklings to jump down and start 
waddling as fast as they can to get 
to the safety of the water. 
Greylag geese were another new 
species added to the pond list in 
May. These big geese dropped 
onto the upper pond and stayed for 
a few days before going on their 
way to breed elsewhere. 

 
Greylag goose. 
The other goose species which 
makes appearances annually are 
the Canada geese. These are the 
largest geese in Britain and can be 
aggressive to other waterfowl. 
These birds breed on the haven in 
large numbers around Little 
Milford and the quieter sections of 
the waterway. Fortunately for the 
other wildfowl on the ponds they 
only stay on the top pond for 
evenings and leave in the 
mornings.  

 

 
Canada goose, a big goose with 
distinct black and white patches. 

 
Garganey male 
A pair of these pretty little ducks 
visited the main pond for a period 
of a few day from the 20th April. 

 
The reed edges of the ponds during 
may and June is a place to check 
for a chance to witness a wonderful 
natural moment. The damselfly and 
dragonfly larvae which have lived 
on the bottom of the pond for up to 
two years, now crawl up the stems 
to get clear of the water to emerge. 
They grip the stems and wait for 
their backs to split open and 
emerge as the flying adults.   

 

 
This dragonfly is almost out of the old 
skin, once out, it will pump fluid into 
its body and wings until it reaches its 
full size. Once complete, the dragonfly 
will take to the air and chase and catch 
other insect on which it feeds. 
As adults, dragonflies always rest with 
their wings at right angles to their 
bodies, damselflies rest with wings 
along their body. 

 
Recent species seen on the ponds 
Little Egrets 4                     on 20th Apr  
Garganey  1 pair           20th –24th April 
Greylag goose 2                  on 2nd May 
Canada geese 3             on the 16th Mar 
Shelduck 2                    for most of Apr 
Sandmartins  65,                      18th Apr  
400 roosting in reeds                25th Apr 
Swallows  4                   on the 10th Apr 
Housemartins 150         on the 29th Apr 
Swifts 30                           on 27th April 
Reed warblers singing           25th April 
Sedge warblers singing            27th Apr 
Black tailed Godwit 59     on  23rd Apr 
including a colour ringed bird which 
was ringed in Norfolk as an adult two 
years earlier. Seen here 2 years 
running around the same date. 




